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Dahir Despati was lord of a pretty large kingdom
extending probably from CanOuj to the mounts of
Kalabagh, and from the mouths of the Indus to Cabul
and Kandahar, (Brigg's Ferishta. Vol. IV. P. 401 j Capt.
M'Murdo, J. R. A, S, No. i P. 36 ; Pottinger* P. 386 ;
Capt, Barnes, Vol. III. P. 76). This Brahmin Dynasty
was established in Sindh and Mooltan by his uncle
named Kachchha about 632 A. D, (Sir H. Elliot'*
"Arabs in Sindh.*) His capital was Alor (near Bakkar),
Skr. Visalapurat a town of very high antiquity. Qasim
took temple after temple, place after place almost un-
opposed, till he came near Alor.
Dahir met him with an army 50,000 strong. Hindu
attack was very terrible no doubt; but fortune favoured
the Moslems. The raja's elephant being suddenly
struck by a fire-ball, left the field with the master. The
army without Dahir, fell out of ranks. The Raja came
back on a horse, rallied the soldiers and fought hard $
bat the day was lost. He fell fighting bravely in the
midst of the Arabian cavalry.
Dahir's Prince first fled to Brahmanabad and thence
to Chitor, His heroic queen collected the army,
gallantly defended the city, and held out long j but provi-
sions failed ; yet she was firm in resolve not to surrender.
The example of this widowed Brahmin queen is unique
in Hindu History. The Rajputs remained devoted to
her to the last. The women and children were first
sacrificed in flames. The men bathed, performed
ceremonies, took leave of each other and of the world.
The gates were then thrown open. The Rajputs rushed